WHAT WE DO

- Service Provider: -Voluntary
Promoting its role of Service:
providing servicesto  The promotion and
local authorities/ development of
communities and for  yoluntary service as
that purpose, to an integral aspect of
develop programmes disaster
designed to enhance management.
those services.
- Training and
Education:
To establish and
promote the
development,
maintenance and
national level of improvement of the
disaster planningand  tenets of disaster
management and, in management training
co-operation with and education.
local authorities,
facilitating the
implementation of
disaster management
measures for the
purpose of emergen-
cy relief and sup-
port.

- Planning and

Implementation:
Ensuring the
promotion and
development at

- Permanent
Staffing:

Maintaining a
permanent body to
enhance the national
capacity for
disaster management
services.

- Loss reduction

and Mitigation
Promoting the
adoption of disaster
loss reduction and
mitigation policies
and practices at the
national and regional
and NDC level.

THE
CIVIL DEFENCE

COMMISSION

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISASTER
MANAGEMENT IN GUYANA EXTENDS TO
EVERY INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY,
COMMUNITY, GOVERNMENT AND
PRIVATE SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS. THE
CIVIL DEFENCE COMMISSION
COORDINATES THE NATIONAL SYSTEM
WITH THESE BODIES AND IS
COMMITTED TO INITIATING AND
SUPPORTING THE DISASTER
MANAGEMENT PROCESS
THROUGHOUT GUYANA.

For more information, contact us:

Thomas Road, Thomas Lands, Georgetown,
GUYANA.

Phone: (592)226-1114, 226-8815, 225-5847,
226-1027

Fax: 592-225-0486
E-mail: info@cdc.gy

Website: www.cdc.gy

PROMOTING DISASTER PREPAREDNESS IN GUYANA
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ABOUT THE CIVIL DEFENCE
COMMISSION

Plans and procedures are the most important tool

of disaster management because they structure
and guide emergency action. Plans are based on
the premise that it is better to make your
decisions long before a disaster strikes than in
the aftermath of a disaster when
information is inaccurate and the situation

is confusing and often unknown.

Our primary plans and procedures will
cover the following:

A. Disaster Plans.
These include preparedness plans such
as warning and evacuation plans,
sheltering plans, needs plans, and
search and rescue plans. Disaster plans
are prepared on the basis of known risks,
estimated impact areas, and predicted
needs.

D. Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs).

SOPs are developed within an organization to

provide standard responses to anticipated situ-
ations.

i
PLANNING STRATEGIES
Various strategies to mitigate the impacts of

hazards can be adopted through normal
planning, and among these are:

a. Adjusting normal development programmes
to reduce losses. E.g. certain varieties of crops
that are more wind- or flood resistant can often
be introduced in areas prone to floods or high
winds.

b. Economic diversification. In areas/regions
where the principal or sole source of income is
threatened, attempts should be made to
diversify the economy and introduce economic
activities that are less vulnerable, or not as
vulnerable to the same types of disaster.
Diversification is extremely important where
economies are based on a single cash crop.

c. Developing "disaster resistant" economic
activities on the Coastal Plains of Guyana.
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